
 
 

Newsletter for September 2010 
******************************************************************

 Visit the Photography Forum Web Site 

HUhttp://www.photo-forum.info 
 

******************************************************************  

 
 
The Mission of the Photography Forum is to encourage photographers of all 

levels to continue to study the art of photography, practice and produce new work, 

and to share ideas and experiences. The Forum is open to all who have an interest 

in continuing to improve their photography skills. Both digital and film camera 

users are welcome. The Photography Forum is for the exclusive benefit of all 

members and is not to be used for any commercial purpose. Our membership is 

Sixty-one members! 

 

Welcome to new member Christy Madsen from Walnut Creek. We look forward 

to seeing her at our meetings and on the field trips. 

 

********************** ********************************************  

September 21, 2010, Meeting 

Photography Forum Meeting 

Share Photos Theme: Watsonville Fly-In Air Show 

Program: Bill Larkins :  

   " 75 Years of Aircraft Photography"  

Camera Clinic: White Balance 

We meet in  

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/photoforum.html


Walnut Creek Civic Arts,  

Shadelands Facility 

111 North Wiget Lane 

Walnut Creek, California  

Time: 7:00pm 

 
Nilda Rego had a great article in the Contra Costa Times about Bill Larkins : 

ñPhotographer combined his love of cameras and aircraft.ò For Billôs personal 

information here is his web page. Here is Billôs flickr page for lots of aircraft 

photos. 

 

The Camera Clinic will be held from 6:00 ï 6:45 (more or less) before the regular 

meeting starts at 7:00. The subject will be ñWhite Balance.ò  Anyone interest 

please bring your camera and its instruction book to learn about this important 

feature of your camera. If anyone has suggestions for future Camera Clinics, 

please pass them to Tom Crews. 

********************* ************************** *******************  

 

Members are encouraged to visit the web site often as it is updated quite 

frequently. You might wish to ñbook markò it. 

 

Thirty-six members and guests attended our August meeting to share our photos 

and experiences. Jerry Samelson gave a great presentation on ñFall Colors of 

New Hampshireò. Not only did he show some beautiful photos, but also gave 

many insights into how he took the photos; i.e., for landscapes he always tries to 

use a tripod, cable release, manual mode, live view, and mirror lockup. He uses 

back auto-focus and colored histograms for the most accuracy in exposures, and 

matrix (evaluative) metering only; also a  polarizing filter when appropriate. You 

can see his notes on the Presentations Page of the web site. 

********************* ************************** *******************  

Why is it that during an ice-breaker, when the whole room has to go around and 

say their name and where they are from, I get so incredibly nervous? Like I know 

my name, I know where I'm from, this shouldn't be a problem. 

********************* ************************** *******************  

Tom also mentioned the Photo Society of America. Here is a link to their web 

site. Annual Membership is $45 either individual or group. If enough members are 

interested we could have the Photography forum join as a group. Let Tom Crews 

know if this would be of interest to you.  

********************* ************************** *******************  
 

http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_15797787?IADID=Search-www.contracostatimes.com-www.contracostatimes.com
http://home.earthlink.net/~wtl/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/34076827@N00/
http://www.psa-photo.org/
http://www.psa-photo.org/
http://www.psa-photo.org/


The winners of the June Photo Contest (ñSelf Portraitò) are:  

 

 
FIRST PLACE: Jeff Smith 

Comments: Jeff's customary excellence! Very creative multiple portrait. This is 

great. It's clever, whimsical and shows a great deal of both photographic and 

Photoshop ability. Multiple images, what a clever idea. Creative is an 

understatement here!  Nice trick with the wine. This is a delightful composite with 

the photographer revealing a number of aspects of his personality.  It is beautifully 

staged, visually balanced and nicely processed.  The shadow around the wine 

server's feet is slightly inconsistent with the same area around the other character's 

feet. 

 

 

 
SECOND PLACE: Jim Hafft  

Comments: Subject is nice and sharp.  Well done.  Too bad competition is so 

steep on the creative side this month! Including so much of the camera in this 

portrait shot is an interesting feature. Great expression on his face. I would have 



flopped this so it isn't a mirror image. A nicely balanced, tight composition as the 

photographer peeks out from behind his camera. 

 

 
THIRD  PLACE: David Lipton  

Comments: Creative interpretation of the theme. Shows a certain degree of 

cleverness to come up with a not 'run of the mill' self-portrait. Nice histogram. 

Different! Great idea with an excellent execution. 

 

Jeffôs winning photo is on display at Action Photo Services in Concord.  

 

The subject for the August Photo Contest is ñInsects.ò Ten entries have been 

submitted and may be viewed at 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/contest.html. Voting must be 

completed by September 20. Please take a few moments to provide your comments 

so that we all may learn and improve our photography. A REMINDER: YOUR 

VOTE WILL NOT COUNT IF YOU DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THE 

BALLOT.  

 
The subject for the September Photo Contest is ñClouds.ò All  September entries 

must be submitted by September 21; voting must be completed by October 18. All 

images should be in jpg format (no TIFF or PSD files). Entries may be submitted 

by email, cd, or flash drive.  

 

David Lipton  has selected ñKids Sportsò  (no older than high school) to be the 

subject for the March 2011 contest. 

 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/contest.html


Camera West will present a Photo Backpack to the photo judged to be the best of 

the 2010 First Place winners of our monthly contest. The winner will be announced 

at the January 2011 Photography Forum Meeting. Many thanks to Dan Leto and 

Camera West for their continuing support of the Photography Forum. 

******************************************************************  

PHOTOGRAPHY FORUM PHOTO CONTESTS 

 All photos must have been taken within 6 months of the contest. 

 

 * ñWild Birdsò mean free, no pet parrots or any caged birds, no farmed  

  birds, just wild ones.  

 ** ñKids Sportsò no older than high school age. 

******************************************************************  

Sixteen Members shared Six of Our Best Photos at the August Meeting. There 

were some stunning and exceptional photos. We truly have a talented bunch of 

photographers in our group. You can see these photos on the Members Web Page.  

******************************************************************  

 

Tom Crews gave a tip on Fixing Dark Prints.  Sometimes it 

seems that no matter how you process an image in Photoshop, 

Elements, Lightroom, or any other image editing program, you 

always get a darker print than you had on your computer 

screen. You calibrate your monitor, double check Photoshop 

printing options, download specific paper profiles ï nothing 

seems to correct this problem. (A side note: it is absolutely 

necessary that you calibrate your monitor. If you do not, you do not have a chance 

in printing a correct photo! For a discussion on Monitor Calibration click here.)  

 

This is one of the most common printing problems, and it is mostly because 

todayôs monitors are very bright or you are viewing your images in a room that is 

too dark. Here is an easy fix: duplicate the Background layer by pressing PC:Ctrl -

J (Mac: Command J). At the top of the Layers panel, change the layer blend 

mode to Screen which makes everything much brighter. Lower the Opacity to 

25% and make a test print. When comparing your test print to the image on the 

monitor make sure to hide the top layer. If the print is still too dark, set the Opacity 

UMonth U USubjectU USubmittal DeadlineU UVoting DeadlineU 

September 

October 

November 

January 

February 

March 

ñCloudsò 

ñToysò 

ñWild Birdsò* 

ñWindows & Doorsò 

ñWild Animalsò 

ñKids Sportsò**  

September 21 

October 19 

November 16 

January 18 

February 15 

March 15 

September 20 

October 18 

November 15 

January 17 

February 14 

April 18 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/Calibration.pdf


to 35% and make another test print. It may take a few test prints to get the desired 

result. This procedure would make a great action. 

 

This tip and others may be found on the web site. 

******************************************************************  

 
*********************************************** *******************  

Many thanks to Gene Farley for putting on the Special August Workshop on 

Matting and Framing. Ten participants, plus three observers, learned more than 

they ever new about this subject. A truly great experience! 

 

We are planning another Workshop in December. If anyone has a suggestion for 

this workshop, please contact Tom Crews. 

******************************************************************  

Tom Donahoe showed some of his new business cards that he ordered from 

Moo.com. He had 200 made (a life time supply) for about 42 cents each. 

******************************************************************  

Tom Crews mentioned the SF East Bay Photography Group that meets in the 

Concord Hilton. They seem to have some good programs. 

******************************************************************  

More often than not, when someone is telling me a story all I can think about is 

that I can't wait for them to finish so that I can tell my own story that's not only 

better, but also more directly involves me. 

************************************************************* *****  

Lynn Oakleaf continues to be a fountain of information. He sends a link to the 

Digital Photo eNewsletter. Check it out. It looks like a worthwhile candidate to 

subscribe to. Lynn also sent a link to PhotographyBB online magazine which is 

full of good info. 

******************************************************************  

http://us.moo.com/
http://www.meetup.com/SF-East-Bay-Photography-Meetup-Group/
http://click.wernerpublishing-email.com/cp/onlinePreview.php?t=Mjk2M3wxNjkxOHxMT0FLRVJAQU9MLkNPTXw0NzMwMDJ8NDM3NzU2NDJ8Njg0NzU5
http://www.photographybb.com/


Kathleen Brennan reports that she was awarded the Photo of The Day at 

betterphoto.com. This was an image she took in the Grand Tetons last September 

at the Triple X ranch, the only working ranch in a National Park. She and four 

other photographers were standing in the brush next to the path where the horses 

were being driven to the night pasture from the ranch. There were big fires in 

Yellowstone, contributing a lot of smoke to the dust kicked up by the horses. This 

was converted to black and white from the original color with Nik Silver Efex Pro 

and tweaked in Lightoom. Well done Kathleen! 

******************************************************************  

September 4 Field Trip   

 
Destination: Watsonville Fly-In and Air Show 

 

Location: Watsonville Airport, 100 Aviation Way, Watsonville, California. The 

airport is 88 miles (1 hour 25 minutes) from Walnut Creek. 

 

Photos for Sharing: Submit no more than six (6) digital images to share at the 

September Meeting one of which will be judged as Best of the Best. Two of the 

photos must demonstrate the use of ñRule of Thirdsò: take one photo that works 

dead center; then take a second photo of the same subject that demonstrates the 

ñRule of Thirds.ò  Bill Larkins , our September program speaker, will critique our 

aviation photos. 

http://www.betterphoto.com/POTDarchive2.asp?ID=2122
http://www.betterphoto.com/home.asp


Additional Information:  The air show starts at noon. If you cannot make it on the 

4
th
 the Fly In and Air Show is all Labor Day Weekend, September 3-5. Here is a 

link to their web site for more information.  Here is a good article on How to Shoot 

Air Shows. 

***************** *************************************************  

October 16 Field Trip   

 
Destination: SS Jeremiah OôBrien 

 

Location: Pier 45 at San Franciscoôs Fishermanôs Wharf. 

 

Photos for Sharing: Submit no more than six (6) digital images to share at the 

October Meeting one of which will be judged as Best of the Best. One of the 

photos must show a crew member interacting with something on the ship.  

 

Additional Information:  Photography Forum Member Jim Hafft  serves as a 

volunteer on the ship and will be glad to serve as a guide. The S.S. JEREMIAH 

O'BRIEN is one of two remaining fully functional Liberty Ships of the 2,710 built 

and launched during WWII. The S.S. JEREMIAH O'BRIEN has the distinction of 

being the last unaltered Liberty Ship and remains historically accurate. Here is a 

link to their web site for more information. 

***************** ************************* ************************  

We are looking for destinations for 2011 Field Trips. (Some possible destinations: 

Lake Merritt, Japanese Rose Garden, Heather Farms, Mysterious Valley, Elkhorn 

Slough, General Vallejoôs Home in Sonoma, Antioch Speedway, Mare Island, and 

Town of Locke Chili Cook-off.) Please forward any suggestions or comments to 

Tom Crews. Field Trip destinations need to be within a reasonable driving 

distance from Walnut Creek. Destinations linked to an event are always desirable. 

We are also looking for 2011 Speakers. 

******************************************************** **********  

Tom Crews will be teaching the following classes at Walnut Creek CAE this Fall: 

 

 Introduction to Photoshop 

 Mondays, September 13-November 8 (no class October 11) 

 

 Introduction to Photoshop Elements 

 Thursdays, September 16-October 21 

 

 Shooting & Processing HDR Photography 

 Saturdays, September 11-October 2 

 

For these and other classes see the Walnut Creek CAE Fall Catalog. 

http://www.watsonvilleairshow.org/flyin/index.php
http://www.watsonvilleairshow.org/flyin/index.php
http://www.watsonvilleairshow.org/flyin/index.php
http://www.nyip.com/ezine/outdoors/airshows.html
http://www.ssjeremiahobrien.org/
http://www.ssjeremiahobrien.org/
http://www.ssjeremiahobrien.org/


******************************************************************  
 

UWE ARE LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS 
 

We are always looking for new speakers on anything 

photographic: techniques, vocations, experiences, trips, 

and different types of photography, Photoshop, anything 

that would be of general interest.  If you know of someone you would like to 

see, or if you want to make a presentation yourself, please contact Tom Crews. 
******************************************************************  

WHEN DO PHOTOS HAVE TO BE SUBMITTED  ? 

 

Sharing Photos:  Submit no more than 6 digital images on a cd or flash drive at 

the Photography Forum Meeting (or by email to Tom Crews, no later than Noon on 

the Monday before the Meeting).  Everyone wants to make this a learning session. 

If you are not able to attend field trips, yet do shoot images at other events or 

locations, you may bring them to a meeting to share and receive comments or 

suggestions for improvement. When submitted your photos to share select the one 

that you consider the ñBest.ò Each of these ñBestò photos will then be judged by 

the Members attending the meeting and the ñBest of the Bestò will receive a Gift 

Certificate from Camera West. 

 

Monthly Photo Contests 

 
The purpose of the Photo Forum contests is to provide an opportunity for 

members to work on techniques, to engage in creativity, to see in unaccustomed 

ways, and/or to capture a place or a setting.  It is not the theme or the subject itself 

that is most important; itôs how the photographer goes beyond the theme by 

incorporating it into an ñimageò or a ñkeeperò.   

 

 Each contest is open to all Members of the Photography Forum. Images may be 

either in color or black & white. Each Member may submit one image per contest. 

Members are encouraged to submit the best image they can create using all tools at 

their disposal, be it in-camera techniques or image processing software.  

 

All  images for each contest will be posted on the web site where members may 

vote for First, Second, and Third Place. Votes must be submitted by the deadline 

specified for each contest. Winners will be announced at the Membership Meeting. 

Action Photo Services will print and mount a 12x18 print of the winning image 

that will be displayed at their store in Concord.  When the following monthôs 

winner is ready for display, the previous winner may pick up their print from 

Action.  



 

All photos must have been taken within 6 months of the contest. 

 
All images should be in jpg format. Entries may be submitted by email, cd, or flash 

drive.  

********************* ************************** *******************  

    FOR SALE  
Anyone wishing to place an 

Ad for used photographic 

Equipment (or seeking used equipment) 

please contact Tom Crews 
 

Dave Hudspeth has the following Canon Equipment for sale: 

 

 Canon EOS 50D Camera - $800 w/battery 

 Canon EF 70-210L f/4 IS USM Lens - $1000 w/hood and B+W UV Filter 

 Canon EF 17-40L f/4 USM Lens - $650 w/hood and B+W UV Filter 

 

You may contact Dave at 925-817-0888 or see him at the meeting. 

**************** ** ************************** **********************  

UPlan AheadU: 

Anyone having a suggestion for interesting Field Trip destinations please 

contact Tom Crews. Please note that these schedules are as accurate as 

possible at the date of this Newsletter, however, they are subject to change. 

September 4: Field Trip to Watsonville Fly-In Air Show 

 

September 21: Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Watsonville Fly-In Air Show 

   Program: Bill Larkins: 75 Airs of Aircraft Photography 

   Camera Clinic: White Balance 

 

October 16: Field Trip to SS Jeremiah OôBrien 

 

October 19: Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: SS Jeremiah OôBrien 

   Program: Robert Mandell:   


