
 
 

Newsletter for March 2010 
******************************************************************

 Visit the Photography Forum Web Site 

HUhttp://www.photo-forum.info 
 

****************************************************************** 

 
 
The Mission of the Photography Forum is to encourage photographers of all 

levels to continue to study the art of photography, practice and produce new work, 

and to share ideas and experiences. The Forum is open to all who have an interest 

in continuing to improve their photography skills. Both digital and film camera 

users are welcome. The Photography Forum is for the exclusive benefit of all 

members and is not to be used for any commercial purpose. Our membership is 

Sixty-one members! 

 

Welcome to new Member Rolf Jourgensen of Moraga. We look forward to seeing 

him at future meetings and field trips. 

****************************************************************** 

March 16, 2010, Meeting 

Photography Forum Meeting 

Share Photos Theme: China Town 

Program: Kathleen Brennan: The Grand Tetons 

We meet in  

Walnut Creek Civic Arts,  

Shadelands Facility 

111 North Wiget Lane 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/photoforum.html


Walnut Creek, California 

Time: 7:00pm 
 
The Grand Tetons provide a wealth of opportunity for the landscape and nature 

photographer. There are beautiful mountains and old settler's cabins. It is possible 

to see elk, moose and even the occasional bear. Kathleen Brennan also had the 

opportunity to photograph at the Triple X ranch, the only working ranch on 

National Park land. She was able to do some HDR, and people images, and best of 

all photograph the herd of horses as they were driven out to pasture. All in all, a 

wonderful National park to visit! We are fortunate to have Kathleen share her 

experiences with us. 

 

****************************************************************** 
 

Members are encouraged to visit the web site often as it is updated quite 

frequently. You might wish to “book mark” it. 

 

The winners of the January Photo Contest (“What Is It?”) are: (Go to the Contest 

Page on the web site to see “What it is.”) 

 

 
FIRST PLACE: David Lipton 

Comments: Well lit, sharp focus and exposure, nicely composed; Mysterious. 

Interesting photo. This is an absolutely fantastic picture, well framed and exposed, 

very difficult to tell what it is. Nicely composed.   Good capture of textures, black 

background works. I really like the pattern that is created with the lines.  The black 



background  was a good choice. Very sharp and clean.  I get a strong 3D effect 

when I concentrate on the photo.   

 

 
SECOND PLACE: John Ricca 

 

Comments: Nice job!  Nice technically too. I like the composition. The 

background helps confuse as do the flecks in the front. Technically, it's well 

photographed. I kept coming back to this picture because it can be seen two ways - 

like the classic Beauty or Old Hag. I like the way the photo can be seen in two 

different perspectives.  Very creative. 

 

 
THIRD PLACE: Clayton Worsdell 

Comments: Nice composition. I like the colors and framing of the picture. Nice 

colors and composition. Blue circles are not in center of image (a good thing). The 

colors are nice and the water droplets add interest. Love the iridescent colors and 

the blue "eyes".  I wish the left side of the photo was more in focus. Very nice 

colors, good composition.  Unique. 

 

David’s winning photo is on display at Action Photo Services in Concord.  

 

As the Third Place winner, Clayton has selected “Mount Diablo” to be the subject 

for the May Contest. To be eligible for submission the photo has to be taken from 

within the park boundaries. 



 

The subject for the February Photo Contest is “Sunrise/Sunset” Eighteen entries 

have been submitted and may be viewed at 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/contest.html. Voting must be 

completed by March 15. Please take a few moments to provide your comments so 

that we all may learn and improve our photography.  

 
The subject for the March Photo Contest is “Fire.” All March entries must be 

submitted by March 16; voting must be completed by April 19. All images should 

be in jpg format. Entries may be submitted by email, cd, or flash drive. 

 

Tom Crews gave a short demonstration of Using Smart Filters in Photoshop. 

You can read his information on the “Hints & Tips” page of the web site. 

 

We shared and critiqued photos from our January Field Trip to Fort Point at the 

January Meeting. You can see these photos on the Web Page. Wayne Lawson’s 

photo was judged “Best of the Best.” 

 

 
 

When submitting your photos to share, select the one that you consider the “Best.” 

Each of these “Best” photos will then be judged by the Members attending the 

meeting and the “Best of the Best” will be selected. The winner will be presented 

with a Gift Card from Camera West. 

 

Twenty Members and guests had a great time at the February Field Trip to San 

Francisco’s China Town. Many thanks to Michael Warwick for suggesting and 

leading us on a great Field Trip. We will share and critique photos from China 

Town at the March Meeting.  

 

Grant Reiling has suggested the photogenic prospects of the upcoming Caldecott 

Forth Bore project. Does anyone have connections which may facilitate such a 

thing? 

 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/contest.html


Joe Good provided information on the next San Jose PhotoFair to be held May 8. 

This has always been the premier venue for buying and selling used camera 

equipment. For more information go to: 

 

 www.PhotoFair.com. 

 

John Ricca and David Lipton gave a very interesting presentation on their 

photography of Yosemite Valley and the Merced River Canyon. They discussed 

their different approaches to shooting landscapes, why and how they choose their 

subjects, how they "work" a scene to extract the best possible images, and their 

methods of achieving their final results. Not only were many of their photos 

stunning and inspiring, this was a very educational presentation. You can see their 

presentation notes and photos on the “Presentations” page of the web site. 

 

A new Message Board has been added to the Web Site to replace the Information 

Page. Members are encouraged to use this Message Board to share information on 

other web sites of interest, new contests, questions and answers on issues of 

interest, etc. To post info on the Message Board you do need to sign up. Your 

“User Name” and “Password” are yours to choose. They are NOT the same “User 

Name” and “Password” used to sign onto the Photography Forum Web Site. 

 

 
 

****************************************************************** 

The March 20 Field Trip  

 
Destination: Briones Regional Park 

 

Location: Walking Tour of Briones Regional Park lead by John Ricca. 

 

Meeting Location: John Ricca’s House in Martinez. 

 

Photos for Sharing: Submit no more than five (5) digital images to share at the 

April Meeting one of which will be judged as Best of the Best.  

 

http://www.photofair.com/


Additional Information: Briones Regional Park off of Alhambra Valley Road 

near Martinez presents a variety of photographic opportunities, including 

panoramas of Mt. Diablo and hills, trees, flowers, rocks, patterns and textures, and 

close-up and macro work.  John Ricca has scouted various locations that should 

lead to interesting images.  The plan is to meet at John's house at 6:15am so we can 

work in the time of "magic" light, carpool to the Old Briones Road parking lot in 

the Park (about 7 minutes away) and walk from there. There are excellent shooting 

opportunities within yards of the parking lot, as well as within short walking 

distances.  For the more adventurous, there are some wonderful sites within half a 

mile hike. The road and paths may be muddy, and the morning may be cool, so 

bring boots and appropriate layered clothing.  You should also bring a tripod, if 

possible.  John has offered to assist anyone who wants some pointers, tips, or 

assistance shooting in his "back yard". 

 

After shooting for a couple of hours, we will return to John's house for breakfast (if 

you want) prepared by John and David Lipton.  If you bring digital images on a 

memory card or thumb drive, John will load them onto his Apple TV, and we can 

see them during breakfast. 

 

If you plan to attend this field trip, please email Tom [xptom@sbcglobal.net] or 

John [riccapics@comcast.net] and we will reply with directions to John’s house.  

John encourages all of us to carpool to his house to reduce the number of cars that 

have to park, as his parking valet will be on vacation! 

 

****************************************************************** 

The April 15 Field Trip  

 
Destination: Filoli House and Gardens 

 

Location: Filoli is located about 30 miles south of San Francisco in Woodside, 

California, just south of the junction of Highways 92 and 280. The address is 86 

Cañada Road, Woodside, California. 

 

Meeting Location: Meet at the entrance at 3:30pm. 

 

Photos for Sharing: Submit no more than five (5) digital images to share at the 

April Meeting one of which will be judged as Best of the Best.  

 

Additional Information: Filoli extends the opportunity for artists and 

photographers to have access to the gardens after hours (3:30pm-6:30pm) on the 

third Thursday of each month. Experience the quiet beauty and stunning vistas of 

this rare and historical country estate. Tripods are allowed and there are no 



restrictions on photography.. Space is limited, pre-registration is highly 

recommended. Fee: per day: $25 for Filoli members; $30 for non-members. Fee 

includes same day admission to Filoli. You are welcome to arrive anytime between 

10:00 am – 2:30 pm, visit the historic House and Garden and scout locations for 

your next masterpiece. For additional information go to: 

 

 http://www.filoli.org/ 

 

Space is limited, pre-registration is highly recommended. 

 

April 15 register  

For those interested there are a number of good restaurants in the area where we 

can have dinner after a “strenuous” afternoon of photography. 

****************************************************************** 

 

Kathleen Brennan has arranged a HDR workshop by Hal Schmitt March 27-28, 

Saturday and Sunday from 9:00am to 5:00pm at the Doubletree Hotel at the 

Berkeley Marina, 200 Marina Blvd, Berkeley. We will most likely be doing sunset 

shoots after the classroom time one or both evenings. Call Kathleen for info 925-

376-7192.  The cost will be $225.00 for the weekend, and the deposit is $100.00 

per participant.  Please mail deposits ASAP to Kathleen Brennan, 38 Ivy Drive, 

Orinda, Ca. 94563.  

 

Michael Warwick has a 50 piece display at the Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission, 101 8th Street, Oakland. It will be there for about two months. 

 

Tom Crews will be teaching the following classes in Walnut Creek: 

 

 Exploring Close-Up Photography, 2 Sessions + Field Trip 

 Saturday, 10:00am – 12:30pm, April 17-24 

 Field Trip, Saturday, 1:30 – 3:30pm, April 17 

 

 How to Shoot Exiting Travel Photos, 2 Sessions + Field Trip 

 Wednesday, 6:30 – 8:30pm, May 19-26 

 Field Trip, Saturday, May 22 

 

 Photoshop Beyond Basics, 8 Sessions 

 Thursday, 6:30-8:30pm, April 22 – June 10 

 

For more information on these and other classes offered by Walnut Creek CAE see 

the 2010 Spring Catalogs. 

http://www.filoli.org/
http://tickets.filoli.org/filolipub/member_login.aspx?eventID=7393
http://www.lightworkshops.com/Hal_Schmitt.htm


 

The Spring Shadelands Art Sale will be held April 30 – May 2. All Photography 

Forum Members may exhibit their photos at this sale. Applications will be sent out 

shortly. 

****************************************************************** 

 

UPHOTOGRAPHY FORUM PHOTO CONTESTS 

 

 

****************************************************************** 
 

UWE ARE LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS 
 

We are always looking for new speakers on anything 

photographic: techniques, vocations, experiences, trips, 

and different types of photography, Photoshop, anything 

that would be of general interest.  If you know of someone you would like to 

see, or if you want to make a presentation yourself, please contact Tom Crews. 

****************************************************************** 
 

UWHEN DO PHOTOS HAVE TO BE SUBMITTED? 

 

Sharing Photos:  Submit no more than 5 digital images on a cd or flash drive at 

the Photography Forum Meeting (or by email to Tom Crews, no later than Noon on 

the Monday before the Meeting).  Everyone wants to make this a learning session. 

If you are not able to attend field trips, yet do shoot images at other events or 

locations, you may bring them to a meeting to share and receive comments or 

suggestions for improvement. When submitted your photos to share select the one 

that you consider the “Best.” Each of these “Best” photos will then be judged by 

the Members attending the meeting and the “Best of the Best” will receive a Gift 

Certificate from Camera West. 

 

Monthly Photo Contests 

 
The purpose of the Photo Forum contests is to provide an opportunity for 

members to work on techniques, to engage in creativity, to see in unaccustomed 

ways, and/or to capture a place or a setting.  It is not the theme or the subject itself 

that is most important; it’s how the photographer goes beyond the theme by 

incorporating it into an “image” or a “keeper”.   

UMonth U USubjectU  USubmittal Deadline U  UVoting Deadline U  

March 

April 

May 

 “Fire” 

“Fog” 

“Mt Diablo” 

March 16 

April 20 

May 18 

April 19 

May 17 

June 14 



 

 Each contest is open to all Members of the Photography Forum. Images may be 

either in color or black & white. Each Member may submit one image per contest. 

Members are encouraged to submit the best image they can create using all tools at 

their disposal, be it in-camera techniques or image processing software.  

 

All images for each contest will be posted on the web site where members may 

vote for First, Second, and Third Place. Votes must be submitted by the deadline 

specified for each contest. Winners will be announced at the Membership Meeting. 

Action Photo Services will print and mount a 12x18 print of the winning image 

that will be displayed at their store in Concord.  When the following month’s 

winner is ready for display, the previous winner may pick up their print from 

Action.  

 

Although many of us have great photos in our archives, in keeping with the 

Photography Forum Mission to “practice and produce new work” contest 

images should be current.  

 

All images should be in jpg format. Entries may be submitted by email, cd, or flash 

drive. When submitting them on a CD, they should be in “data” form, NOT “photo 

file” form.  

 

****************************************************************** 

    FOR SALE  
Anyone wishing to place an 

Ad for used photographic 

Equipment (or seeking used equipment) 

please contact Tom Crews 
 

****************************************************************** 

UPlan Ahead U: 

Anyone having a suggestion for interesting Field Trip destinations please 

contact Tom Crews. Please note that these schedules are as accurate as 

possible at the date of this Newsletter, however, they are subject to change. 

 

March 16:  Photography Forum Meeting 



   Share Photos Theme: China Town 

   Program: Kathleen Brennan: The Grand Tetons 

 

March 20:  Field Trip to Briones Regional Park 

 

April 15:  Field Trip to Filoli Gardens 

 
April 20:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Briones Regional Park 

   Program: Jim Mammon:  

    Mysteries of Infrared Photography Revealed” 

 

April 30 – May 2:  Shadelands April Art Sale 

 

May 18:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Filoli Gardens 

   Program: John Ballou, President, Oakland Camera Club:  

     “Glorious Stereo Photography” 

 

May 23:  Field Trip to Niles Canyon Railway 

 
June 15:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Niles Canyon Railway 

   Program: Program: Members’ Photos Critiqued 

 

June 20:  Field Trip to Ruth Bancroft Garden's "Sculpture in the   

   Garden Exhibit."   

 

July 10:  Field Trip to Scottish Games at the Dunsmuir House in   

   Oakland 

 
July 20:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Ruth Bancroft Garden 

   Program: Tom and Nancy Donahoe: “Yellowstone in Winter” 

 

August 14:  Photography Forum Workshop: Framing and Matting 

 
August 17:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Scottish Games 

   Program: Brian Haux: Aerial Photography 

 

September 4: Field Trip to Watsonville Fly-In Air Show 



 

September 21: Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Watsonville Fly-In Air Show 

   Program: Jerry and Nancy Samelson: 

     “Fall Colors of New Hampshire” 

 

October 16: Field Trip to SS Jeremiah O’Brien 

 

October 19: Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: SS Jeremiah O’Brien 

   Program: Robert Mandell: "Color in the Eye and Camera" 

 

November 16: Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: “Five of Your Best” 

   Program: Critique Member Photos 

 

November 21: Field Trip Fremont Thai Buddhist Temple 

 

December:  No Meeting or Field Trip Planned for December 

 

December 11:  Photography Forum Workshop: TBA 

 

* Tentative Schedule 
****************************************************************** 

 

Other Photo Opportunities: 
If you know of any Other Photo Opportunities, 

Please contact Tom Crews. 
 

If you attend one of these activities and have some good images that you would 

like to share, please bring them to a Meeting. 

 

The following list of Photo Fun Events were provided by Lynn Oakleaf: 

 

March: 
 Body Art Show – Cow Palace – San Francisco 

 St. Patrick’s Day Festival – Dublin 

 

April: 
 Cinderella Bicycle Challenge – Pleasanton 

 Tartan Day Scottish Festival – Ardenwood Farms – Fremont 

 Cherry Blossom Festival –San Francisco 



 

May: 

 Rowell Ranch Rodeo – Hayward 

 Livermore Scottish Games  

 Fire Truck Day – Ardenwood Farms – Fremont 

 Art on Main – Walnut Creek 

 San Ramon Wind & Art Festival 

 Benicia Glass Artists’ Open House 

 Hawaiian Festival – Pleasanton 

 Music at noon – Tuesdays – Todos Santos Park – Concord 

 Bay to Breakers – San Francisco 

 Carnaval San Francisco 

 AMA Motorcycle Showdown – Infineon Raceway 

 

June: 
 Livermore Rodeo  

 Sand Castle / Sculpture Contest – Crab Cove 

 Pirates Festival – Vallejo 

 Gay Pride Parade – San Francisco 

 Danville Fine Arts Fair 

 Alameda County Fair – Pleasanton 

 Solano County Fair – Vallejo 

 Crawdad Festival – Isleton 

 Pista Sa Nayon Independence Day Festival – Filipino Festival – Vallejo 

 Sonoma Historic MotorSports Festival – Infineon Raceway 

 Nascar – Infineon Raceway 

 Contra Costa County Fair – Antioch 

 

July: 
 NHRA Drag Races –Infineon 

 Dunsmuir Scottish Games – Oakland 

 Vallejo Pow Wow 

 Benicia Jazz & Fine Arts Festival 

 Anything 4th of July 

 Berkeley Kite Festival 

 Crucible’s Fine Art Fire Festival - Oakland 

 Gilroy Garlic Festival 

 California State Fair – Cal Expo 

 

August: 

 Japanese Festival – Concord 

 Indy Car Races – Infineon 



 Air Show – Santa Rosa 

 Martinez Car, Truck, Bike Show 

 Oakland Chinatown Street Fest 

 Art in the Park - Martinez 

 Cajun/Zydeco Festival – Ardenwood Farms –Fremont 

 Body Art Expo – Cow Palace – San Francisco 

 Art & Soul Festival – Oakland 

 

September: 
 Walnut Festival – Walnut Creek 

 Balloon Races – Reno 

 Folsom Street Leather & Fetish & Fetish Fair – San Francisco 

 Mutt Strut – Martinez 

 Delta Blues Festival – Antioch 

 Pittsburg Seafood Festival  

 Dragon Boat Races – Treasure Island 

 Italian Chalk Festival – Martinez 

 Oktoberfest – Clayton 

 Scottish Games – Pleasanton 

 Rodeo on the River – Isleton 

 

October: 

 Pumpkin Festival – Half Moon Bay 

 Pleasant Hill Art, Wine, & Jazz Fest 

 Fall Crafts Festival – Danville 

 Gathering of the Ohlone Peoples – Coyote Hills Park 

 Dixon Lambtown Fair 

 Grand National Rodeo – San Francisco 

 Fleet Week – San Francisco 

 Oktober Fest – Concord 

 

November: 

 Hawaiian Festival – Pleasanton 

 Cat Show – Pleasanton 

 

December: 

 Holiday Frolic – Martinez 

 Ice Skating – Walnut Creek, San Francisco 

 Benicia Glass Artists’ Open House 

 Dickens Fair – Cow Palace – San Francisco 

 

********************************************************** 



 
 

To become a member of the Photography Forum, bring a completed 

Application Form along with a check (payable to City of Walnut Creek) to 

one of our monthly meetings. You may also mail a completed application form 

to the address shown on the form. 

 
After you have paid your membership and submitted a Membership Application 

you will be provided with a UserID and Password to give you access to all areas of 

our web site.   

 

********************************************************** 
 

Visit the Photography Forum Web Site 

http://www.photo-forum.info  
Contact: Tom Crews (Hxptom@sbcglobal.net H) 

 

********************************************************** 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/Membership-Application.pdf
mailto:xptom@sbcglobal.net

