
 
 

Newsletter for February 2010 
******************************************************************

 Visit the Photography Forum Web Site 

HUhttp://www.photo-forum.info 
 

****************************************************************** 

 
 
The Mission of the Photography Forum is to encourage photographers of all 

levels to continue to study the art of photography, practice and produce new work, 

and to share ideas and experiences. The Forum is open to all who have an interest 

in continuing to improve their photography skills. Both digital and film camera 

users are welcome.  The Photography Forum is for the exclusive benefit of all 

members and is not to be used for any commercial purpose. Our membership is 

Sixty members! 

 

****************************************************************** 

February 16, 2010, Meeting 

Photography Forum Meeting 

Share Photos Theme: Fort Point 

Program: John Ricca & David Lipton:  

Dueling Photographers in Merced Canyon and Yosemite 

Valley 

We meet in  

Walnut Creek Civic Arts,  

Shadelands Facility 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/photoforum.html


111 North Wiget Lane 

Walnut Creek, California 

Time: 7:00pm 
 

David Lipton and John Ricca have photographed Yosemite Valley and the 

Merced River Canyon together on several occasions with excellent results.  They 

will discuss their experiences "shooting together, separately."  They shoot in the 

same areas but often choose very different subjects.  They also shoot the same 

subjects but their visions and resulting photographs are very different.  David and 

John will discuss their different approaches to shooting landscapes, why and how 

they choose their subjects, how they "work" a scene to extract the best possible 

images, and their methods of achieving their final results. 

****************************************************************** 
 

Members are encouraged to visit the web site often as it is updated quite 

frequently. You might wish to “book mark” it. 

 

The winners of the November Photo Contest (ñOut of Focusò) are: 

 

 
FIRST PLACE: Liane Abrams 

Comments: Very creative backlit photo. Evocative. I like the multiple exposure 

effect. Lovely layered ghost images. You can tell they are a child, man & woman 

at the beach, but by ghosting them, the viewer creates his/her own story.  But you 

need to level the horizon. Unique family photo, the black and white make the 

image really powerful. Very mysterious.  Dark shadow lines provide some 

sharpness.  Tells a story. Particularly interesting/mysterious in black and white. 



Wonderful abstract. Haunting image.  In and out of focus, movement and still. This 

photo has it all. 

 

 
SECOND PLACE: Michael Warwick 

Comments: Love the image and wonder if it might have been even better at a 

more  vertical angle. Nice use of slow shutter speed to create movement.  I would 

try reversing the image, so that the flowers blow left to right.  Also, I would clone 

out and replace with flowers the blank space in upper right. Nice diagonal and use 

of movement. Presents a still life in an appealing manner. Beautiful photo; shows 

out of focus used to enhance the photo rather than  detract or as gimmickry. 

Lovely, but just find my eye pulled by the red tulip. 

 

 



THIRD PLACE: Mike King 
Comments: This was my favorite, but although there was motion blur, subject 

itself in clear focus, so I didn't feel it totally fit the theme. Gives a great sense of 

movement, really well executed. A perfectly executed pan shot. Great photo. 

though not fully "out of focus". 

 

Liane’s winning photo is on display at Action Photo Services in Concord.  

 

As the Third Place winner, Mike King has selected ñFogò to be the subject for the 

April Contest. 

 

The subject for the January Photo Contest is ñWhat is it?ò Eight entries have 

been submitted and may be viewed at 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/contest.html. Voting must be 

completed by February 15. Please take a few moments to provide your comments 

so that we all may learn and improve our photography. For this contest there are 

additional rules: (1) Images are to be judged on their own artistic merit. (2) In the 

comments sections please guess what the subject is. (3) The identities of the 

subjects will be revealed at the February Meeting. (4) The top three photos will be 

judged at the February Meeting as to which is the most successful image in 

capturing a characteristic of the thing photographed without revealing what it 

actually is. 

 
The subject for the February Photo Contest is ñSunrise/Sunsetò. All February 

entries must be submitted by February 16; voting must be completed by March15. 

All images should be in jpg format. Entries may be submitted by email, cd, or flash 

drive. 

 

We shared and critiqued photos from our November Field Trip to Playland Not 

at the Beach at the January Meeting. You can see these photos on the Web Page. 

James Mammon’s photo was judged ñBest of the Best.ò 

 

 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/contest.html


 

When submitting your photos to share, select the one that you consider the ñBest.ò 

Each of these “Best” photos will then be judged by the Members attending the 

meeting and the ñBest of the Bestò will be selected. The winner will be presented 

with a Gift Card from Camera West. 

 

We also showed some photos of the ñBig Snow of 2009ò which you can see on the 

Web Page. 

 

Wayne Lawson had this stunning photo of a rainbow taken after one of the recent 

storms. 

 

 
 

Twelve Members and guests had a great experience at the January Field Trip to 

Fort Point. We will share and critique photos from our Fort Point at the February 

Meeting.  

 

Grant Reiling has suggested the photogenic prospects of the upcoming Caldecott 

Forth Bore project. Does anyone have connections which may facilitate such a 

thing? 

 

Jackie Golding gave a very interesting presentation on ñThe Amazing Holga 

Camera.ò She opened our eyes to a completely different view of photography. You 

can read a summary of her talk along with links to a number of Holga resources on 

the ñPresentationsò page of the web site. 

 



Peg Powell showed an interesting way of displaying photos as small calendars 

mounted in a cd jewel case. Here is a link that shows how along with calendar 

templates that can be downloaded: 

 

http://shuttersisters.com/home/2009/10/24/2010-photo-calendar-templates.html 

 

Hetta Malone had a question about an inexpensive place to have small runs of 

greeting cards printed. Here was a suggested source:  

 

 http://imagekind.com/ 

 

One can also use Photoshop to create greeting cards. It is important to select the 

right paper. It also helps to either buy pre-scored cards or have your local print 

shop score them for you. 

 

Shari Judkins son has started putting together a photo album of her photos online. 

He is still working on organizing them and will add more as he has time. The link 

is below if you would like to look at them. 

 

 http://picasaweb.google.com/ShariMcMurryJudkins 

 

A new Message Board has been added to the Web Site to replace the Information 

Page. Members are encouraged to use this Message Board to share information on 

other web sites of interest, new contests, questions and answers on issues of 

interest, etc. To post info on the Message Board you do need to sign up. Your 

ñUser Nameò and ñPasswordò are yours to choose. They are NOT the same ñUser 

Nameò and ñPasswordò used to sign onto the Photography Forum Web Site. 

 

 
 

****************************************************************** 

The February 20 Field Trip  

 

Destination: San Francisco China Town 

 

http://shuttersisters.com/home/2009/10/24/2010-photo-calendar-templates.html
http://imagekind.com/
http://picasaweb.google.com/ShariMcMurryJudkins


Location: Walking Tour of San Francisco China Town lead by Michael 

Warwick. 

 

Meeting Location:  Meet at the China Town Gate (Grant Avenue at Bush) at 

11:00am. There are several parking garages in the area: Union Square and 

Portsmouth Square. You can also take BART to the Powell Street Station. 

 

Photos for Sharing: Submit no more than five (5) digital images to share at the 

March Meeting one of which will be judged as Best of the Best. As this is the 

Year of the Dragon, submit one extra photo of a dragon that will be judged 

separately at the March meeting and will also receive a Gift Card from 

Camera West. 
 

Additional Information: Michael says to bring your walking shoes; dark clothing 

is helpful to block the glare on store windows; tripod is optional (he has seldom 

had to use it); we can have lunch at a favorite restaurant across from Portsmouth 

Square on Kearny and Washington. Not much ambiance but the food is fresh and 

good and inexpensive. We can buy fortune cookies at a cookie factory in the alley. 

There are lots of alleys that are interesting and you can even photograph in some 

shops. The Chinese fans, umbrellas and lanterns are very colorful. 

 

****************************************************************** 

John Ricca sends this timely reminder: 

 
 

Nancy and Tom Donahoe have often mentioned John and Barbara Gerlach as 

being two of the best nature photographers they ever met. The Gerlachôs have two 

local seminars coming up: Sacramento, March 27; Milpitas, March 28. For more 

information go to: 

 

 http://gerlachnaturephoto.com/ 

  

Nancy also highly recommends their new bookô 

ñDigital Landscape Photographyò as being packed 

with information. 

http://gerlachnaturephoto.com/


 
This book is available from amazon.com for $16.47. 

 

 

 
Tom Donahoe has three photos in a juried show at the Museum of San Ramon. 

 

Michael Warwick has a 50 piece display at the Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission, 101 8th Street, Oakland. It will be there for about two months. 

 

Tom Crews will be teaching the following classes in Walnut Creek: 

 

 Getting the Most from Canonôs Digital Photo Professional, 1 Session 

 Saturday, 10:00am ï 4:00pm, March 6 

 

 Shooting and Processing RAW Files, 1 Session 

 Saturday, 10:00am ï 12:00pm, February 27 

 

 Introduction to Photoshop Elements, 5 Sessions 

 Monday ï Friday, 10:00am ï 12:00pm, March 8-12 

 

For more information on these and other classes offered by Walnut Creek CAE see 

the 2010 Winter Catalog. 

 

The December Flash Workshop was such a success we are planning at least two 

more this year.  If anyone has a suggestion, please communicate your ideas to Tom 

Crews. 

 

  

The Photography Forum has an exhibit at Shadelands through February 16, 

2010. Please stop by to see some great work of your fellow members. 
****************************************************************** 

 

UPHOTOGRAPHY FORUM PHOTO CONTESTS 

 

 

****************************************************************** 
 

UWE ARE LOOKING FOR SPEAKERS 

UMonth U USubjectU  USubmittal Deadline U  UVoting Deadline U  

February 

March 

April 

ñSunrise/Sunsetò 

ñFireò 

ñFogò 

February 16 

March 16 

April 20 

March 15 

April 19 

May 17 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0240810937/ponyexpresshomes


 

We are always looking for new speakers on anything photographic: 

techniques, vocations, experiences, trips, and different types of photography, 

Photoshop, anything that would be of general interest.  If you know of 

someone you would like to see, or if you want to make a presentation yourself, 

please contact Tom Crews. 

****************************************************************** 
 

UWHEN DO PHOTOS HAVE TO BE SUBMITTED? 

 
Sharing Photos:  Submit no more than 5 digital images on a cd or flash drive at 

the Photography Forum Meeting (or by email to Tom Crews, no later than Noon on 

the Monday before the Meeting).  Everyone wants to make this a learning session. 

If you are not able to attend field trips, yet do shoot images at other events or 

locations, you may bring them to a meeting to share and receive comments or 

suggestions for improvement. When submitted your photos to share select the one 

that you consider the ñBest.ò Each of these ñBestò photos will then be judged by 

the Members attending the meeting and the ñBest of the Bestò will receive a Gift 

Certificate from Camera West. 

 

Monthly Photo Contests 

 

The purpose of the Photo Forum contests is to provide an opportunity for 

members to work on techniques, to engage in creativity, to see in unaccustomed 

ways, and/or to capture a place or a setting.  It is not the theme or the subject itself 

that is most important; itôs how the photographer goes beyond the theme by 

incorporating it into an ñimageò or a ñkeeperò.   

 

 Each contest is open to all Members of the Photography Forum. Images may be 

either in color or black & white. Each Member may submit one image per contest. 

Members are encouraged to submit the best image they can create using all tools at 

their disposal, be it in-camera techniques or image processing software.  

 

All images for each contest will be posted on the web site where members may 

vote for First, Second, and Third Place. Votes must be submitted by the deadline 

specified for each contest. Winners will be announced at the Membership Meeting. 

Action Photo Services will print and mount a 12x18 print of the winning image 

that will be displayed at their store in Concord.  When the following monthôs 

winner is ready for display, the previous winner may pick up their print from 

Action.  

 



Although many of us have great photos in our archives, in keeping with the 

Photography Forum Mission to “practice and produce new work” contest 

images should be current.  

 

All images should be in jpg format. Entries may be submitted by email, cd, or flash 

drive. When submitting them on a CD, they should be in ñdataò form, NOT ñphoto 

fileò form. 

 

****************************************************************** 

    FOR SALE  
Anyone wishing to place an 

Ad for used photographic 

Equipment (or seeking used equipment) 

please contact Tom Crews 

 
Logitech V20 Notebook Speakers. 
Enjoy great sound with a simple setup from your 

laptop! The Logitech V20 Notebook Speakers offer a 

convenient, high-quality speaker system for your laptop 

with rich, full sound and deep bass--all in a lightweight, 

portable design. The USB port provides power and 

digital quality audio--no other cables are necessary! 

Convenient multimedia controls provide easy access to 

track forward/back, play, stop, mute, and volume 

buttons that work with many software applications. 

Includes V20 notebook speakers, Integrated USB cable, 

Protective travel case, Quick start guide. 

Only $30.00. See Tom Crews. 

 

****************************************************************** 

UPlan Ahead U: 

Anyone having a suggestion for interesting Field Trip destinations please 

contact Tom Crews. Please note that these schedules are as accurate as 

possible at the date of this Newsletter, however, they are subject to change. 

 

February 16: Photography Forum Meeting 

http://www.amazon.com/Logitech-V20-Notebook-Speakers-Black/dp/B0009WKBGC/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=electronics&qid=1261161154&sr=8-1


   Share Photos Theme: Fort Point 

   Program: John Ricca & David Lipton: Dueling Photographers 

     in Merced Canyon and Yosemite Valley 

 

February 20: Field Trip San Francisco China Town 

 

March 16:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: China Town 

   Program: Kathleen Brennan: The Grand Tetons 

 

March 20:  Field Trip to Briones Regional Park 

 

April 15:  Field Trip to Filoli Gardens 

 

April 20:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Briones Regional Park 

   Program: Jim Mammon:  

    Mysteries of Infrared Photography Revealedò 

 

May 18:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Filoli Gardens 

   Program: John Ballou, President, Oakland Camera Club:  

     ñGlorious Stereo Photographyò 

 

May 23:  Field Trip to Niles Canyon Railway 

 

June 15:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Niles Canyon Railway 

   Program: Program: Members’ Photos Critiqued 

 

June 20:  Field Trip to Ruth Bancroft Garden's "Sculpture in the   

   Garden Exhibit."   

 

July 10:  Field Trip to Scottish Games at the Dunsmuir House in   

   Oakland 

 

July 20:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Ruth Bancroft Garden 

   Program: TBA 

 

August 17:  Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Scottish Games 



   Program: Brian Haux: Aerial Photography 

 

August 21:  Photography Forum Workshop: Framing and Matting 

 

September 4: Field Trip to Watsonville Fly-In Air Show 

 

September 21: Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: Watsonville Fly-In Air Show 

   Program: TBA 

 

September:  Photography Forum Workshop: TBA 

 

October 19: Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: TBA 

   Program: TBA 

 

October 23: Field Trip TBA 

 

November 16: Photography Forum Meeting 

   Share Photos Theme: TBA 

   Program: TBA 

 

November:  Field Trip TBA 
 

December:  No Meeting or Field Trip Planned for December 

 

* Tentative Schedule 
****************************************************************** 

 

Other Photo Opportunities: 
If you know of any Other Photo Opportunities, 

Please contact Tom Crews. 
 

If you attend one of these activities and have some good images that you would 

like to share, please bring them to a Meeting. 

 

The following list of Photo Fun Events were provided by Lynn Oakleaf: 

 

January: 
 Ano Nuevo for Elephant Seals 

 Golden Gate Kennel Dog Show ï San Francisco 

 Napa Valley Mustard Festival 



 PBR Rodeo ï Sacramento 

 

February: 
 Chinese New Year ï San Francisco & Oakland 

 Hawaiian Chiefton Tall Ship ï Jack London Square ï Oakland 

 Monster Trucks ï Oakland Coliseum 

 

March: 

 Body Art Show ï Cow Palace ï San Francisco 

 St. Patrickôs Day Festival ï Dublin 

 

April: 

 Cinderella Bicycle Challenge ï Pleasanton 

 Tartan Day Scottish Festival ï Ardenwood Farms ï Fremont 

 Cherry Blossom Festival ïSan Francisco 

 

May: 
 Rowell Ranch Rodeo ï Hayward 

 Livermore Scottish Games  

 Fire Truck Day ï Ardenwood Farms ï Fremont 

 Art on Main ï Walnut Creek 

 San Ramon Wind & Art Festival 

 Benicia Glass Artistsô Open House 

 Hawaiian Festival ï Pleasanton 

 Music at noon ï Tuesdays ï Todos Santos Park ï Concord 

 Bay to Breakers ï San Francisco 

 Carnaval San Francisco 

 AMA Motorcycle Showdown ï Infineon Raceway 

 

June: 

 Livermore Rodeo  

 Sand Castle / Sculpture Contest ï Crab Cove 

 Pirates Festival ï Vallejo 

 Gay Pride Parade ï San Francisco 

 Danville Fine Arts Fair 

 Alameda County Fair ï Pleasanton 

 Solano County Fair ï Vallejo 

 Crawdad Festival ï Isleton 

 Pista Sa Nayon Independence Day Festival ï Filipino Festival ï Vallejo 

 Sonoma Historic MotorSports Festival ï Infineon Raceway 

 Nascar ï Infineon Raceway 

 Contra Costa County Fair ï Antioch 



 

July: 

 NHRA Drag Races ïInfineon 

 Dunsmuir Scottish Games ï Oakland 

 Vallejo Pow Wow 

 Benicia Jazz & Fine Arts Festival 

 Anything 4th of July 

 Berkeley Kite Festival 

 Crucibleôs Fine Art Fire Festival - Oakland 

 Gilroy Garlic Festival 

 California State Fair ï Cal Expo 

 

August: 
 Japanese Festival ï Concord 

 Indy Car Races ï Infineon 

 Air Show ï Santa Rosa 

 Martinez Car, Truck, Bike Show 

 Oakland Chinatown Street Fest 

 Art in the Park - Martinez 

 Cajun/Zydeco Festival ï Ardenwood Farms ïFremont 

 Body Art Expo ï Cow Palace ï San Francisco 

 Art & Soul Festival ï Oakland 

 

September: 

 Walnut Festival ï Walnut Creek 

 Balloon Races ï Reno 

 Folsom Street Leather & Fetish & Fetish Fair ï San Francisco 

 Mutt Strut ï Martinez 

 Delta Blues Festival ï Antioch 

 Pittsburg Seafood Festival  

 Dragon Boat Races ï Treasure Island 

 Italian Chalk Festival ï Martinez 

 Oktoberfest ï Clayton 

 Scottish Games ï Pleasanton 

 Rodeo on the River ï Isleton 

 

October: 
 Pumpkin Festival ï Half Moon Bay 

 Pleasant Hill Art, Wine, & Jazz Fest 

 Fall Crafts Festival ï Danville 

 Gathering of the Ohlone Peoples ï Coyote Hills Park 

 Dixon Lambtown Fair 



 Grand National Rodeo ï San Francisco 

 Fleet Week ï San Francisco 

 Oktober Fest ï Concord 

 

November: 
 Hawaiian Festival ï Pleasanton 

 Cat Show ï Pleasanton 

 

December: 
 Holiday Frolic ï Martinez 

 Ice Skating ï Walnut Creek, San Francisco 

 Benicia Glass Artistsô Open House 

 Dickens Fair ï Cow Palace ï San Francisco 

 

********************************************************** 

 
 

To become a member of the Photography Forum, bring a completed 

Application Form along with a check (payable to City of Walnut Creek) to 

one of our monthly meetings. You may also mail a completed application form 

to the address shown on the form. 

 
After you have paid your membership and submitted a Membership Application 

you will be provided with a UserID and Password to give you access to all areas of 

our web site.   

 

********************************************************** 
 

Visit the Photography Forum Web Site 

http://www.photo-forum.info  
Contact: Tom Crews (Hxptom@sbcglobal.net H) 

 

********************************************************** 

http://www.xphomestation.com/PhotoForum/Membership-Application.pdf
mailto:xptom@sbcglobal.net

